
Getting In Touch With Literacy Conference  
November 12-15, 2009 
Costa Mesa Hilton 
 
Schedule 
 

 
 
Thursday, November 12th, 2009 
 
7:00 pm to 7:30 pm  “Welcome to GITWL 09” 

2009 Conference Co-Chairs Dr. Cheryl Kamei-Hannan and  
Nancy Niebrugge, featuring Vocalist Marleena Coulston 

 
7:30 pm to 8:30 pm   Keynote Address 

"Conversations With Cay: An Informal Dialogue on the State 
of Literacy for People Who Are Visually Impaired"  
Presented by Cay Holbrook, Ph.D., University of British Columbia; Diane 
P. Wormsley, Ph.D., North Carolina Central University; and Frances 
Mary D'Andrea, NCLVI Fellow, University of Pittsburgh  
 

8:30-10:00pm Dessert Reception  
 

Grand Opening of Exhibit Hall and Unveiling of Silent Auction Items   
  

 
 
Friday, November 13th, 2009 
 
8:00 am   Exhibits and Silent Auction Bidding Opens 
 
8:00 am to 9:30 am   Showcase Session  

"What is Response to Intervention? Does It Apply to VI?" 
Presented by Diane Haager, Ph.D. 
California State University, Los Angeles 

 
9:45 am to 11:15 am  Concurrent Sessions #100-107  
 
11:15 pm -  noon   Visit Exhibits and Silent Auction 
 
noon to 1:30 pm   Luncheon and Showcase Session  
    “The Evolution of Braille” 

A very special presentation by Abraham Nemeth  
in honor of Louis Braille’s 200th Birthday  
 

noon - 1:30 p.m.  Exhibits Closed for lunch     
 
1:45 pm to 2:45 pm  Concurrent Sessions #200-207  
 
3:00 pm to 4:00 pm  Concurrent Sessions #300-307  
 
4:15 pm to 5:15 pm  Concurrent Sessions #400-407  
 
5:00 pm   Exhibits and Silent Auction Closed for the Day 
 

Dinner on your own 
 
 
 



 
 
Saturday, November 14th, 2009 
 
 
8:00 am   Exhibits & Silent Auction Bidding Opens  
 
8:00 am to 9:30 am  Showcase Session  

"Findings of the National Reading Panel and Research on 
Evidence-based Fluency Instruction"  
Presented by D. Ray Reutzel, Ph.D., Utah State University 

 
9:45 am to 11:15 am  Concurrent Sessions #500-507  
 
11:30 am to 12:30 pm  Concurrent Sessions #600-607  
 
12:30 am to 2:00 pm  Lunch on your own 
 
    Visit Exhibits & Silent Auction  
 
2:00 pm to 3:00 pm  Concurrent Sessions #700-707  
 
3:00 pm to 4:00 pm  Poster Sessions and Product Demonstrations 
 
4:00 pm to 5:30 pm  Showcase Session 

"Differentiated Instruction for English Language Learners" 
Presented by Sharon Ulanoff, Ph.D. 
California State University, Los Angeles 

 
6:00 pm   Exhibits and Silent Auction Closed for Conference 
 
6:00-7:00    No-Host Bar Reception  
   
7:00 pm to 9:30 pm Awards Dinner and Live Auction 

Presentation of the Holbrook/Humphries Award  
Special Presentation by Polynesian Dancers 
Live Auction, Raffle Drawing and Conclusion of Silent Auction  
 

 
 
Sunday, November 15th, 2009 
 
 
8:30 am to 9:30 am         Concurrent Sessions #801-806  
 
9:45 am to 10:45 am  Concurrent Sessions #901-906  
 
11:00 to 12:30 pm  Showcase Session 

"LIFE, Location Information For Everyone"  
Presented by Mike May, President, Sendero Group 

     
Closing Comments: Conference Co-Chairs Dr. Cheryl Kamei-
Hannan and Nancy Niebrugge 

 
Special Presentation by the  
Johnny Mercer Children’s Choir of Braille Institute 
Directed by Marleena Coulston 

 
 


